
The True Story Elements
The real people and events behind the film 

AMErican 
Bubble

Inspired by true events



THE REAL LIFE AMBER 
JLove Calderón (née [born] Jennifer McLaughlin)  

is from Colorado.  This is who AMBER is based on.  



THE ROLLING 30S CRIPS 
STREET GANG, CREW, FAMILY



DENNIS 
The Inspiration for character JUAN



JAY 
INSPIRATION FOR CHARACTER OMAR





LETTER TO JENNY (JLOVE) FROM JAY (OMAR).  HE DREW ON THE 
ENVELOPE. HIS PRISONER # ON LEFT, HER NAME ON THE RIGHT. 



JAY’S LETTER



JLOVE WAS THE 2ND FEMALE IN THE GANG, 
BUT ONLY 1 FEMALE IS REFERENCED IN A REPORT 



JLOVE’S NOVEL THAT WHITE GIRL 
SIMON & SCHUSTER'S ATRIA BOOKS  



THAT WHITE GIRL details the events JLove Calderón (née Jennifer McLaughlin) experienced 
as a teenage white girl when she joined the Crips in Colorado (Midwestern Heartland).  In the 
novel, Amber is the novelized version of JLove.


Additionally, the true story occurred in the late 1980s/early 1990s.  


During development we discovered younger audiences don't relate to period pieces.  


To effectively communicate the themes, we've set the story in a contemporary world.  For 
accessibility, we also don’t "call out” the real gangs (we use realistic, but not real gang names 
in the film).  However, the emotional core and the social truths remain intact and the same.  


In fact, they're more relevant today than ever before. 


During the writing process, we also interviewed gang-members and drug dealers to understand 
how gangs and drugs move in today's culture.  

To see the real people the story is inspired by, please view the 15 minute short online at:


https://vimeo.com/16482630/6610193844 


For the concept of the feature film, visit:


https://vimeo.com/370258864 


https://bookshop.org/p/books/that-white-girl-jlove/10897192?ean=9780743287814&next=t&affiliate=1688
https://vimeo.com/16482630/6610193844
https://vimeo.com/370258864


CONFIDENTIALITY				
Contents of this document are confidential & disclosed pursuant to a confidential relationship  

and may not be reproduced or otherwise used except for the purpose intended herein. 

WATCH

To see Heidi's directing samples:

• Short	Film	S.P.I.C.		/		h1ps://
vimeo.com/723853198	/	
PASSWORD:			arepas	

• Short	Film	MUSCLE	/	h1ps://
www.shortoIheweek.com/
2017/11/23/muscle/	

• MORE	THAN	(a	web	series)	-	
EPISODE	4		/		h1ps://
vimeo.com/568432679

Script available  
upon request.

Johnny Sanchez 

johnnysanchez@protonmail.com
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